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1. General Information and Mayor’s Message 
 

The Township of Southgate is a local municipality in the southern part of Grey County. It is a rural 
township with 2 small villages of Dundalk and Holstein and several small rural hamlets. The Township is 
a result of the amalgamation of the Village of Dundalk and the Townships of Egremont and Proton in 
2000. The Township is 644 hectares (249 sq. miles) in size and has a population of 7,354. 

The Township is the southern gateway to Grey County and that is where the municipalities name comes 
from “Southgate”. 

The key strengths of Southgate as a great location for your business are: 

• Close to Greater Toronto Area (GTA) 
• Lower cost of living 
• Lower labour costs 
• Strong agricultural base 
• Reliable labour 
• Close to large GTA labour force 
• No traffic (reverse commuting) 
• GTA residents somewhat familiar with area due to tourism, snowmobiling, cottages and events. 
• Near retirement communities along Georgian Bay 
• Southgate has a strength in green industry 

 
1.1 Mayor’s Message 

 
It really is an honour to be the Mayor for the Township of Southgate. I am humbled by the support and 
kind words that people have expressed.  I am very excited with the new Council and look forward to new 
ideas and renewed interest in keeping our Municipality great. 
  
We have a diverse population that is hard working and creative.  From our citizens to our large businesses, 
we see new concepts and ingenuity.  We have a seniors group that other areas of the Province are trying 
replicate.  We have a top-notch farmers market as well as province leading agricultural growth. 
  
At times we don't hear how fortunate we are with the staff we have here at the Township of Southgate. 
Over the last year, filling in for Norm Jack I consistently have people asking about our programs and 
thanking me for our staff's assistance helping with their programs. 
  
Just a couple of recent examples of this is, our fleet manager is the new president of the Ontario Good 
Roads Association and our waste reduction program already conforms to the Provinces new waste 
reduction initiatives. As I said these are just a couple of recent examples. I could go on and list examples in 
all of our departments. 
  
We have a lot of development and opportunities in Southgate.  I look forward to working for the people of 
Southgate and all of Council and Staff.  
  
Southgate is a great community and we have a lot to be proud of. Let's work together and continue to 
honour our past to make our future blessed. 
 
Thank you, 
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John Woodbury 
Mayor, Township of Southgate 
jwoodbury@southgate.ca 
519-477-0796 (Cell) 

1.2 Location 
 

The Township of Southgate is located near the centre of Southern Ontario in Canada. It is only 45 km or 
25 miles north of the Greater Toronto Area and 125 km or 80 miles north of downtown Toronto. Three 
provincial highways form Southgate’s eastern, western and southern boundaries. These highways 
provide excellent highway connections to Ontario’s 400 series highway system. Hwy. 10/410 and 
Highway 6 provide direct access to Canada’s busiest freeway Highway 401. Hwy 89 provides direct 
access to Hwy 400. 

 
Southgate is located on the Dundalk plain, the highest part of Southern Ontario. Dundalk is the highest 
populated centre in Southern Ontario and the headwaters of many major river systems including the 
Grand River, South Saugeen and Beatty Saugeen River are in or adjacent to Southgate. 

 
1.3 Economic History 

Village of Dundalk 

The first survey of Proton Township was conducted in 1840 and the government began encouraging 
settlement in the area. The pioneer families soon began arriving and settled the area surrounding the 
junction of the Toronto-Sydenham Road (now Hwy 10) and the 230 Sideroad (now Main St. in Dundalk). 
This was the first location of the village of Dundalk and was originally known as Mays Corner. The Mays 
Hotel was located on the northeast corner and the area in the immediate northeast (in Melancthon 
Township) became known as Mayburne. One of the early pioneer families in the area  was  John 
McDowell and later the village became known as McDowells Corners. 

In 1850 settlement began in what is now Dundalk. Elias B. Grey Sr. was the first postmaster. It was later 
moved to James Mays hotel at the "Corners". 

About 1870, the land was surveyed for the Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railroad line. The railway tried to 
purchase land through the "Corners" from John McDowell. However, his price was too high. R. J. Doyle 
owned a lot of land west of there and the railway was able to obtain what they needed from him 
without any cost. In 1873, the railway was completed and the village moved in closer to the railway 
station. At this time, the village became known as Dundalk Station. Elias B. Grey of County Louth in 
Ireland claimed Crown land in Proton Township in 1849. He is credited for naming the village of 
'Dundalk' after his hometown in Ireland. 

According to the Dundalk Herald in 1882, "the population of the village was almost 800. There were; 
three churches; three sawmills; one gristmill; a woolen factory; a tannery; a number of general stores; 
blacksmith shops; and three storehouses for grain. There were 3,000 yards (more than 1 and a half 
miles) of sidewalks. Farmers teamed grain, potatoes, wood, etc. to the Dundalk market." 

mailto:jwoodbury@southgate.ca
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In 1886, Dundalk was incorporated as a village. By this time, there were 64 businesspeople in the village 
and which had a population of 850. 

 
Proton Township 

Early settlers began arriving in the Township of Proton in 1857. These early settlers originated from 
Scotland, Ireland, Germany and England. Post offices were set up in Dundalk, Conn, Cedarville, Inistioge, 
Hopeville, Birdell, Swinton Park, Keldon and Ventry. There were many stores and hotels in the Township 
with as many as 4 stores & 3 hotels found in one settlement alone. 

Industries found in Proton Township included general stores, hotels, blacksmith shops, 
shoem a k e r s , carpenters, sawmills, barrel making, wooden mills, grist mills, cheese factories, brick 
and lumber yards. Farming was carried on at each homestead, since one of the conditions of sale of 
Crown Lands to the Pioneers was that they clear at least 12 acres of bush each year. 

The first Canadian woman elected to the House of Commons and to the Provincial Legislature was Agnes 
MacPhail who was born and raised near Hopeville in Proton Township. 

 
Township of Egremont 

The Township of Egremont takes its name from a town in England. The main migration of settlers to 
Egremont began in 1850. Egremont had a population of 3,949 in 1871. The early pioneers were mostly 
Loyalists. Egremont was one of the final sections of Grey County to be settled. When the Township was 
organized in 1850, most families were farming within two concessions of the Garafraxa Road (Highway 
6). Most farms were located right alongside the road. 

 
Village of Holstein 

The village of Holstein was originally named Hols-a-Wood. In 1905, Grey County passed a bylaw creating 
the "Police Village of Holstein" from the unincorporated village of Holstein. 

 
In 1881 the C.N.R. railroad into Holstein had been completed. The local area contributed $60,000 to 
have the railway pass through Holstein. A dam was created when the railway crossed the creek in 
Holstein. The dam provided a cheap source of power for the feed mill. The owner of the mill and the 
land east of it was W.T Petrie. He envisioned the land and water east of the railroad as a natural park 
area. He donated this area to the village of Holstein. 
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